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PAT Parks Last Its Last West View Trolley

No. 10 Makes Final Run

By RALPH BREM

   A little before 2 o’clock this morning a piece of American was filed away on history’s shelf reserved for trolley cars

   That’s when the last No. 10-West View streetcar cut through the switches into the Keating Barn and clickity clacked its way to oblivion to end the last run from Downtown to a big amusement park.

   There was a time, many years ago – about the time the trolley and the park came to West View in 1903 – when trolleys were as much a part of amusement parks as fun houses.

   In fact, according to historians around the County Port Authority Transit (PAT) offices, many of the big parks were built on the outskirts of towns by the trolley firms to attract riders at a nickel a head.

  And, as far as anyone can determine here, Old No. Ten’s last run to West View Park last night was the last such trip in the nation.

   Nowhere else does a trolley serve an amusement park now.  Buses do the job most places, just s they will at West View and already do for Kennywood Park.

Latest Thing

     Sixty years ago, though, it was the latest thing.  Kennywood was built for trolley traffic, so was Alameda Park near Butler, and Philadelphia had its famous Willow Grove.

     West View had no ownership connection with the streetcar line, but it opened the same year the trolley came into the area.

Parks weren’t the only attractions set up by the trolley companies to attract riders ... street fairs, lodge outings, excursions and theater parties were plentiful, as were skating parties and winter carnivals. 

   One outfit even got several guard companies to stage a mock fight and trolley riders paid 50 cents for a round trip ticket to see the maneuvers.

   Someone counted the number of passengers on one car and came up with a total of 203 – 160 of them on the roof.

Open Cars Trouble

   But the trolley companies had troubles with the open cars.  Passengers loved them but tended to get off before the car slowed down and stopped.

   And the worst offenders, the historians say, were women.

   A man would usually step off a slow moving open car in the proper way – facing forward.

   But some women usually tried to step down while facing backward would wind up flipping straw sailor over button shoes. 

   It was a sight you don’t often see any more like the trolley car headed for the amusement park, the car w-----g lady rider is on the s-----,  (illegible)

Trolleys Replaced

   Today buses replaced streetcars on the Number 8 Perrysville, the Westview, and Number 15-Bellevue lines on the North Side.  

   Elsewhere in the City, the 77/54 North-South Bloomfield becomes a bus line as does 65 Lincoln Place.

   Perrysville becomes the 11D (Perrysville); West View becomes 11C – Perry Highway, and Belleview becomes 16C Bellevue-West View. 

   The Bloomfield like will be marked 54C Oakland – Southside and the Lincoln Place run becomes 55N – Munhall Lincoln Place.

Pittsburgh Railways route cards show service began via East Street to West View on July 1, 1903.

